Although the stature of an individual is determined by both genetic and environmental factors, the study of large numbers of children allows the separation of major influences on (Nos < 10 children omitted).
statistically significant (X2=14 2, n=5, P<0-02), was similar for both sexes, and existed independently of the immediately subsequent birth interval.
Birth interval. In small families there was no clear relationship between growth and family spacing, but families with 6 or more children did show a greater proportion of short stature in those whose birth was followed by another sibling within a short period (Fig. 4) . This was not quite statistically significant, however (x2=3*58, n--2, P<0 1 >0*05 offamily.
Grant5 also found birth rank to be a major correlate with short stature, finding that 'the later born child of any consecutive pair within a family tended to be taller than the immediately preceding one', and suggested that 'the advent of each additional child to a family adds as a check to the growth of all preceding sibs'. The National Child Development Study6 found that, at any given parity, those children with no younger siblings were I1 cm taller than those with two or more, and concluded that the presence of younger siblings retarded the growth of their elders.
Grant5 also found a short birth interval after the birth of a child was associated with short stature, but (as in our study) this was not statistically significant.
There are a number of possible explanations for these relationships of short stature deprivation may cause poor growth in 'normal' families is implied by Grant5 who stated 'There is a slight suggestion that the last born is in the most favourable position for growth, and the degree to which the growth of older sibs is depressed may, to some extent, turn on the length of time for which they remain in this favoured position'. This hypothesis also fits well with the pronounced relationship between short stature and the number of younger siblings found by the National Child Development Study. 6 The relationship of growth to the birth interval can also be understood in these terms. The mean family birth interval in large families shows some association with stature, but the spacing immediately preceding the index child is more convincing, and that immediately following even more so (Fig. 3) . A younger sibling is a more successful competitor for parental love and attention than his older brother or sister, who may therefore suffer relative deprivation. Later children may have benefited in their earliest years from the absence of competition from younger siblings as well as from substitute mothering by the older ones. There was no evidence in this study that further inhibition of growth occurred during school years, suggesting that it is in the young child that relative deprivation of parental care and love may be reflected in suboptimal growth. Thus, even if short stature is a result of undereating, the primary problem lies in the family: and it is there we should focus our concern. 
